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Although Southern Select 2012 will, once 

again, be held at the Calsonic Arena in 

Shelbyville, TN, it will be the tenth and final 

hoorah for this prestigious event at that 

location.  The Calsonic has been host to this 

annual SeAA show for the past nine years.  

However, after giving great deliberation and 

consideration to survey responses,  the 

current SeAA Board of Directors made the 

decision to move Southern Select from its 

present location to  the Sevierville Event 

Center near Pigeon Forge, TN, beginning 

with the year 2013,  The following quote is 

extracted from the  blast mail sent to all 

SeAA members on June 21:  “We have 

studied numerous sites and have chosen 

the Sevierville Event Center, near Pigeon 

Forge, TN.  A major concern of ours was to 

be able to continue the first weekend in 

March show date.  So, we were able to lock 

in this special date for 2013 and beyond.  

This venue is fully enclosed and climate 

controlled for the comfort and convenience 

of all farms and alpacas.  We believe the 

new location will entice additional 

spectators/potential alpaca buyers, farm 

product vendors and alpaca farms to 

participate in the show.” 

 

 
 
If you have not yet visited the event center 

on line, please do so at 

www.seviervilleeventcenter.com. As 

promised, an in depth presentation of plans 

for Southern Select 2013 will be presented 

at the annual SeAA meeting in August.  

 

President’s Message 
 

I hope you celebrated our country’s 
Independence on the 4

th,
 and the weather 

cooperated! 
 
I appreciate the response we received to 
the two surveys that the board sent out 
over the last four years.  We endeavor to 
use those comments and suggestions to 
make your organization responsive to 
your desire.  One example: I know many 
of you have heard of the change in venue 
for the Southern Select (SS) Alpaca Show 
in 2013; yes it is exciting, however we 
have a lot to do while we prepare for 
2013. 
 
Our SeAA Annual Membership Meeting is 
coming up on August 13, 2011 in 
Chattanooga, TN.  We’ll have a dynamitic 
speaker discussing issues affecting 
Alpacas.  We’ll also have a presentation 
on the SS 2013 venue.  Please plan to 
join us. 
 
Sunbelt Ag EXPO in Moultrie GA, North 
America’s Premiere AG Show! This year’s 
event will be October 18 thru 20, 2011.  
The last couple of years SeAA 
attendance has been down, so our 
pavilion has had empty stalls. We have 
thousands of people come through the 
pavilion, and many are potential Alpaca 
Farmers and users of Alpaca Products.  
Please plan to attend this unbelievable 

display of AG equipment and learning 
seminars guaranteed to be fun.. 
 
Southern Select Alpaca Show for 2012 
should be bigger and better than ever.  
Event Chair:  The dynamic trio from last 
year has agreed to lead and manage SS 
2012; Susan Darling with Carol Grace 
and Kay Kemp, along with the many 
committee chairs.  The show 

arrangements are being finalized and we 
are always looking for additional 
volunteers to help keep things moving 
smoothly.  The more volunteers we have, 
the easier and less stressful for the 
organizing committee, so please offer 
your time and expertise to make your 
organization and this event even better. 
 
SeAA Alpaca Store has a lot of interest 
and thanks to your Board of Directors and 
Susan Darling,specifically, we have 
recruited a volunteer to manage the Store 
at SS 2012.  However, in order for the 
store to function successfully, we must 
have volunteer participation and support.  
We are proposing a set of Standard 
Operating Procedures for the store and a 
letter of intent that those SeAA members 
who wish to offer products for sale in the 
store would agree to. Please review the 
two draft documents. 
 
Education Ideas and volunteers are 
needed to revitalize our education 
program. Peggy Gamblin and your Board 
of Directors have a lot of ideas, but we 
need to know what you want, and we 
need your time and expertise to put the 
events together.  Please contact Peggy to 
share ideas and volunteer you time.. 
It is SeAA Board of Director Election time, 
and we have three positions to fill.  
Please take the time to review the 
candidates and vote for the candidate of 
your choice.  Thanks to all those who 
agreed to run for election and to serve 
SeAA! 
 
Please review the SeAA WEB site for 
additional information about your 
organization and events. 
 
All the Best, 
Bill 

http://www.seviervilleeventcenter.com/
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SeAA Store Returns to 
Southern Select 

 
Start getting all your fiber stuff 

together to sell in our SeAA store 

at Southern Select 2012.  Yes, the 

store is back! Kathy Swift-Lawson 

has agreed to be our store 

manager, and we need alpaca fiber 

products, lots of helpers and lots 

of ideas!   

 

We also plan to have a fiber arts 

showcase and competition. This 

contest will be divided into age 

groups to encourage our younger 

fiber artists as well as the more 

seasoned.  Ribbons will be 

awarded to winners of each 

category.  

 

 Look for much more information 

on this and please feel free to 

share your ideas.  

              
 

                           
                       

Sunbelt Expo is October 18-20 
with setup on Monday the 18th. 
Mark your calendar and get 
involved.  This is the largest 
agriculture exposition in the south. 
 

                 

ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 
 
Organizers have been extremely busy 
planning an outstanding agenda for the 
annual SeAA meeting.  They are 
fortunate to have engaged 
Susan Muther and Hazen Reed of 
Breedworks, who will present a seminar  
on “Alpaca Photography for Marketing” 
and also touch on “Marketing through 
Social Media.”   
 

BreedWorks resulted from the teaming of 
husband and wife, Hazen Reed and 
Susan Muther. Prior to BreedWorks, they 
both had individual careers developing 
award winning visual communication 
systems for both fortune 500 companies 
and small businesses. The formation of 
the company combines their expertise in 
visual design and digital technology with 
their knowledge and personal experience 
in breeding. 
 
The proposed agenda is as follows:  
 
August 13th - The Annual Meeting will be 

held at the Convention Center in 

Chattanooga, TN this year.  We will be in 

Meeting Room #11.   

10:00 am - Meet & Greet  

10:30 am - Seminar Session 1 

"Photography Tips for 

Alpaca Marketing" by 

Breedworks 

11:30 am - Lunch 

12:00 pm - Meeting  

   1:00 pm - Seminar Session 2  

"Marketing through Social 

Media" by Breedworks  

   

Cost: $16/person  

Make checks payable to SeAA and mail to: 

Carrie Gamblin  

SeAA Treasurer 

209 Quarry Rd 

Glencoe, AL 35905 

 
Lunch will be a buffet including a fish 
entree for the "vegetarians" along with 
meat, great veggies, dessert, and 
beverages. Please support SeAA by 
attending your annual meeting. 

 

         

  
The following members are candidates 
for this year's Board of Directors 
Election: 
  
Liz Bates - Southern Estate Alpacas,  
Adairsville, GA  

Tom Butchko - Mistletoe Farm 
Alpacas, Franklin, TN  

Tom Cooper - War Valley 
Alpacas, Rogersville, TN  

Peter Goodwin - Foster's Trail and 
Alpaca Farm, Cleveland, TN  

Karl Heinrich - Long Hollow Suri 
Alpacas, Gallatin, TN  

Jean Riley - Alpaca Magic 
USA, Homosassa, FL 
 

Three (3) Board Member positions 
are open.  Ballots are due to 
Election Inspector Jacki Robert by 
August 13.  Ballots will be counted 
and results will be announced at 
the annual meeting. 
 

 

            
Why not use these hot days of 

summer to get your spin-off entries 

ready for Southern Select 2012?  

Those 2 ounce samples of fleece 

analyzed, critiqued and then spun 

by fleece experts, result in 

invaluable feedback.  Spin off 

deadline will be early fall.  Look for 

more specific information coming 

your way soon. 

 

SeAA Annual Meeting 
Saturday, August 13, 2011 

Chattanooga Trade and Convention Center 

1150 Carter Street 

Chattanooga, TN 

9:30 A.M.  
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Cria Seizure 
 Rob Stephens 

 
Our alpaca barn is located about 800 feet 
from the house. Recognizing the fact that 
this distance might create problems 
maintaining security, we installed 
surveillance cameras at the barn. This 
system has been very valuable in 
analyzing animal behavior and correcting 
issues. As far as we know, this is the first 
alpaca cria seizure recorded on digital 
video. 
 
The intent of this article and  is to help 
other breeders identify and avoid this 
situation before the cria is in distress. 
 
Balladyna was born on May 21 2008, at 
10:30 am. It was an uncharacteristically 
warm Wisconsin day approaching 65 
degrees. Everything about the delivery 
was text book. She was a vigorous cria 
and there was nothing indicating any 
concern. Balladyna's dam, Erica, was a 
very attentive mother, although she was 
nervous around humans so we left her 
alone (she was a purchased alpaca and 
re-trained at our farm). 
 
You can see from the video (8x normal 
speed) that we had plenty of opportunity 
to see she was in distress, but, when 
played back at normal speed, it hardly 
looks like anything is wrong. It would take 
about 2-3 minutes of standing still and 
watching to identify that she was in 
trouble.  
 
Distress began at approximately 10 am, 
24 hours after birth, and lasted for one 
and one half hours. Mouth to snout was 
given, although most likely not needed. 
We administered rags soaked in cool 
water to the pads of her feet to bring 
down her temperature and the vet pushed 
fluids (D50 Dextrose) into her. After the 
seizure was done we moved them to our 
garage for observation.  
 
Balladyna was blind, it was heart breaking 

to watch her bumping around the pen and 
I thought we would have to put her down.  
With her medical knowledge, Joanna 
convinced me that the body and brain are 
amazing things and we should wait and 
see what happens. Needless to say, we 
had to bottle feed the cria, so Erica had to 
get used to us touching her. This was 
difficult the first few times, but she began 
to understand that we were helping her 
and her cria. Amazingly, in less than 24 
hours she regained her sight and was 
back to normal. 
  
So what went wrong? Simply this:   
Erica's milk let down very quickly and her 
teets were swollen, and tender so 
Balladyna was not getting enough to eat. 
Yes, we should have checked this, but we 
let Erica's distrust of humans dictate our 
actions – lesson learned! 
  
So what should be done? A more 
thorough exam of the Dam's teets, not 
only removing the waxy plugs (which we 
did), but expressing milk and making sure 
her teets were of normal size. We have 
also started monitoring blood sugars in 
cria to help determine if they are getting 
proper nutrition from the dam. As 
humans, if we don't eat, we eventually 
pass out, which seems simple enough. 
We sleep much better at night knowing 
everything is normal with the cria.  
  
What else? We milk the dam to reduce 
the size of her teets and give the milk to 
the cria, a shot of Banamine to the dam to 
reduce her discomfort and we hold the 
dam while the cria nurses. Even with all 
that, we also have our favorite energy 
supplement ready. 
  
Testing: We purchased a blood glucose 
monitor and strips, same as diabetics 
use. If we suspect a problem, we simply 
prick the inner ear for a small drop of 
blood and apply to test strip, and, in a few 
seconds, we have the output. We 
generally try to detect the problem as 
early in the day as possible so we have 
some time to deal with it if there is a 
problem. In our experience, a reading 
greater than 100 signals the cria is doing 

well, 70 is border line, and anything less 
and you better be ready to intervene.  
  
We only use this procedure if we have 
reason to believe that there is distress. As 
a rule, we want to be hands off and let the 
cria and mother bond but we also do not 
want a crisis; this helps us accomplish 
both. 
   
Balladyna recovered and was on the 
pasture running with her pals like nothing 
happened in less than 48 hours, Joanna 
jokes that we bred intelligence into her 
because she was the most independent 
cria we ever had. Balladyna is a stunning 
female which we have since sold to our 
friends at Applewood Lane Alpacas. 
 
Update: Balladyna gave birth to a dark 
brown male this spring. Birth was 
unassisted and everything is good. This 
cria is the last offspring of Snowmass 
Porteus, and his owners are excited 
about his prospects. 
 

 

 

Rob  and  Joanna Stephens are  the  owners of 
Robasia  Alpaca  Ranch  located 5 miles 
west of Manitowoc, Wisconsin. They 
have graciously given their 
permission to reprint the above 
article.  Read more about them and 
their alpaca farm at 
www.robasiaalpacas.com 

 

 

  

               

 
 

http://www.robasiaalpacas.com/
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Hey Kids, 

Use this page to write a story about your alpaca experience.  Send it 

to me at hunt4der@aol.com and Iôll put it in a future newsletter.   

mailto:hunt4der@aol.com

