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January 2011 

 
 
A prosperous & peaceful new year to all 

 

 
 
SeAA membership renewals are due 

by January 31, 2011, to have your 

farm included in this year’s 

directory. Please visit our website to 

print a renewal form. 

http://www.sealpaca.org/about/SE

AAApplication09.pdf.  Return the 

form and a check to SeAA treasurer, 

Carrie Gamblin. If you have any 

questions, please don’t hesitate to 

ask. Now is the time to join forces in 

advancing our organization. We 

have a very energetic Board of 

Directors anxious to move SeAA 

forward as a highly respected 

association within the alpaca world. 

Get involved with the exciting things 

happening within our affiliate in the 

year ahead.  As always, your 
participation in SeAA is appreciated.   

 

 

 

 

President’s Message 
  

The year 2010 saw many changes in 

the SeAA Board of Directors and 

Committee Chairs.  The new Board is 

energetic in their approach and 

determined to build upon the success 

of past boards and move SeAA 

forward, making it a truly regional 

organization that is both responsive to 

and a value to the members.  

   

The Board of Directors will send out 

a survey/questionnaire in the near 

future to solicit your ideas on how to 

make SeAA a viable and valuable 

organization.  Our intention is to 

discuss the survey results at the 

annual meeting in August and present 

an action plan for implementing the 

ideas. 

 

The Southern Select Alpaca Show is 

just around the corner. I hope you 

have made the decision to participate.  

We have initiated some changes 

based on member recommendations, 

and we hope you will agree they 

enhance the venue as well as the 

overall show experience. 

We recently initiated a web blast to 

better heighten our communication 

with members.  Please visit the SeAA 

website for more information.  

New for Southern Select this year is 

an auction made up of donations 

including two maiden alpacas and a 

vacation property in Hawaii.  All 

proceeds will go into the SeAA 

general fund to be used for the 

marketing of alpacas, the SeAA 

organization and alpaca research. 

The vacation property: 

Donated by Linda Rosenbaum, My 

Sweet Alpaca, this vacation is for 5 

nights in a beautiful 5 bedroom 

vacation home located in Oahu, 

Hawaii ï more information to follow. 

The female maiden alpaca auction: 

To donate a female maiden alpaca for 

the live auction to be held at Southern 

Select on Saturday night, the 

following must be met: 

Submit a quality maiden female 

between the age of six months and 

two years.  The board will make a 

selection of one Suri and one 

Huacaya from those submitted.  

Provide photos to include bite, front 

legs and side view, a fiber sample and 

a copy of the ARI certificate.   Please 

submit your donation to Karl 

Heinrich, at kheinrich2@wildblue.net 

or Long Hollow Suri Alpacas 698 

Wallace Road, Gallatin, TN 37066.   

Donations should be received by Karl 

no later than February 1, 2011. 

Also, please support Linda 

Rosenbaum with Herd Sire donations 

and Carrie Gamblin with items for 

the silent auction. 

I hope your New Year is off to a 

great start and I look forward to 

seeing you at Southern Select. 

Bill Peacock 

President SeAA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEAA Board of Directors 

2010-2011 

Tom Cooper, Keith Cox,  

Susan Darling, Karl Heinrich,  

Peggy Gamblin, Carol Grace,                                  

Bill Peacock 

 

,  

 

http://www.sealpaca.org/about/SEAAApplication09.pdf
http://www.sealpaca.org/about/SEAAApplication09.pdf
mailto:kheinrich2@wildblue.net
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Meet Dr. McCaslin 
We are pleased to have Dr. Ruthanne 

McCaslin as guest speaker at Southern 

Select 2011.  Find out about her right 

here in her own words. 

 

 
I am Dr. Ruthanne McCaslin,   

sometimes better known in the alpaca 

community as ñDr. Ruthanneò.  What I 

have to offer can be summed up in three 

ñPòs: 

 

Perspective:  I bring a unique 

perspective. I have been a veterinarian for 

more than four decades and an alpaca 

breeder for over 15 years.  I am also an 

amateur fiber artist, an alpaca show 

enthusiast, and alpaca educator (which 

means I educate people about alpacas.  I 

donôt educate the alpacas.  They educate 

me.)  Last, but definitely not least,  I am  

the wife of  Dr. Ed and the mother of 

three grown children ï no grandchildren 

yet, but I do have four granddogs, three 

grandkittens,  and a grandlizard.   

 

Passion:  I have a passion for learning 

and a passion for teaching. I attend as 

many educational conferences as I can 

and try to keep myself up to the minute 
on all things alpaca.  I enjoy passing 

along what I learn to anyone who is 

interested. 

 

Puns:  (and other bits of humor) I am a 

great believer that ña spoonful of sugar 

makes the medicine go downò both 

literally and figuratively.   I have been  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of us were fascinated with his 

presentation on color genetics at our 

annual meeting last August.  For those of 

you who missed out, he will once again 

give a presentation on ñColor Genetics 

for Alpaca Breeders,ò as well as a 

presentation on ñHow to Meet Your 

Breeding Goals.ò   

 

Weôre delighted to welcome both Dr. 

McCaslin and Dr. Merriwether to 

Southern Select 2011. 

 

 

 
 

Many of you are keeping up with the 

rescue efforts at the Montana Large 

Animal Sanctuary first brought to our 

attention by Charlotte Gholston. 

Currently, a lot of information is 

making its way around the internet 

with various individuals and 

organizations reaching out a helping 

hand. Raffles and auctions are being 

held with all proceeds going to the 

rescue effort. SeAA has stepped up 

with a donation of $1,000 to the 

rescue. For more information on the 

rescue and how you can help, go to 
http://www.llamaloverescue.com/. 

 

 

 

 

Schedule of 

Events 

× Seminars & 

Auctions 

× Herd Sire Hall 

of Fame 

× Guidelines, 

Health 

Regulations & 

Stalling 

Information 

× Registration 

× Sponsorship 

Opportunities 

× Volunteer 

Opportunities 

× Advertising & 

Vendor 

Information 

× Lodging & 

Directions 

× Deadline 

Timeline 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southern Select 2011 

March 5-6,  

Calsonic Arena 

Shelbyville, Tennessee 

 

Itôs All Right There Just 

For You 

 
For pertinent information 

related to Southern Select 

2011, visit the SeAA website, 

www.sealapaca.org, click on 

the Southern Select tab and 

view all of the up-to-date 

information for the categories 

listed below. 

known to mix Corid with Koolaid (the 

alpacas still donôt like it, but they 

donôt hate it quite so much).  I also 

mix learning with a little levity (and a 

lot of alliteration). 

 

Dr. McCaslin will hold seminars on 

ñBasic Alpaca Careò and ñAlpaca 

Behavior.ò   

 

Also joining us as a guest speaker is 

Dr. Andy Merriwether of 

Binghampton University, NY.  Dr. 

Merriweatherôs study on genetics 

for alpaca breeders appears in the 
AOBA Alpaca Breederôs 

Handbook.  

   

 

http://www.llamaloverescue.com/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/schedule/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/schedule/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/seminars-and-auctions/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/seminars-and-auctions/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/herd-sire-hall-of-fame/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/herd-sire-hall-of-fame/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/guidelines/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/guidelines/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/guidelines/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/guidelines/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/guidelines/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/registration/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/sponsorship/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/sponsorship/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/volunteer/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/volunteer/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/advertising-and-vendor-info/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/advertising-and-vendor-info/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/advertising-and-vendor-info/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/directions/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/directions/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/deadlines/
http://sealpaca.org/southern-select/deadlines/
http://www.sealapaca.org/
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SeAA Store 
Due to a lack of volunteers to 
handle the trailer and run the 
SEAA store at Southern Select this 
year, the Board has decided to go 
on without the SEAA Store.  
Individuals and groups are 
welcome to rent vendor space and 
create their own store instead.  The 
spaces will be located on the 
second floor of the arena closer to 
the end of the building where you 
enter from the barns, with any 
other vendors. Cost for a vendor 
space is $125.00 and includes 
tables, chairs, and electricity.  For 
more information, go to the 
Southern Select web site, “vendor 

section."  Vendor Form    
 

 

Silent Auction Donations 
Donations are still needed for the 
Silent Auction at the Southern 
Select Show.  This is another 
opportunity to get your farm name 
out there.   You don't have to be 
present to put items in the 
auction.  Just mail them to Carrie 
Gamblin, 209 Quarry Rd, Glencoe, 
AL 35905 or let someone attending 
Southern Select bring your items.  
Our auction is the largest in the 
southeast, and it's all because of 
our devoted members like you. The 
show Book goes to print soon, so 

send Carrie your name, farm 

name and the item description 
today so your farm’s donations will 
be recognized in the Show Book. 
www.sohumm@comcast.net  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photo Contest 
Categories are: Portrait / Cria / 
Humor / Alpaca to alpaca 
interacting / Alpacas interacting 
with other animals or humans / 
Judge's Choice. Also, a new entry 
this year is "In Memory."  This 
category will obviously not be 
judged, but just a way to show we 
care.  Please limit entries to those 
lost last year. 
  
Contest Rules: 

 No more than 3 entries  

 If you have entered photo 
before, it is not eligible  

 Please, no advertising in 
the photo  

 If you want a caption 
(optional) please include it  

 $5.00 entry fee - one fee 
covers all entries 

Send photo entries and entry fee to 

Jan Heinrich.  Deadline is 

February 25th! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Education Committee Report 
 
According to Peggy Gamblin, 
Education Committee Chair, 
another of the "Veterinary 
Procedures" seminars with Dr. 
William (Skipper) Gholston is 
scheduled for the first week in 
June, 2011.  This is a very popular 
hands on seminar that teaches 
alpaca owners how to do life 
saving emergency procedures, 
how to draw blood, and how to do 
your own IgG's, among other 
things. 
  
Additional plans are under 
consideration by the committee 
and will be firmed up shortly. 

 

 

Facebook Update 
  
FB is going well thanks to Jacki 
Robert. She posts everything 
SeAA related as it appears on the 
SeAA membership section. Check 
it out and you’ll see she gets a 
little something new up there on a 
weekly basis. 
  
The 'friends" part is up to 435. To 
expand our networking, you can 
ask your FB friends to "like" the 
SeAA page" or similar. If everyone 
would do that, the number would 
jump up to a thousand or more 
very quickly.  This is a great way to 
get alpacas and your farm 
recognized.  

 

VOLUNTEER 
Do your part to make Southern Select 2011 the best show yet. 

 

Contact Suzie Conn to help with the Friday barbecue. 

www.willowcreekalpacs.com  

Contact Susan Darling to volunteer in any of several areas. 

www.mylittledarlingsalpacas.com  

Contact Lynne Richard to assist with gate check-in. 

www.hunt4der.com  

Contact Linda Rosenbaum to help with the Herd Sire auction. 

www.mysweetalpaca.com    

Contact Carrie Gamblin to help with the Silent Auction   

www.sohumm@comcast.net 

                                         

 

 

SeAA is pleased to 

make a 

$1000 donation to the 

AOBA Student Design 

Competition 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=g9fqffeab&et=1104275868103&s=10&e=001jqOg1Bn9pCYqWxsyNN_3Wa5oq-C847wrlXwOIztQW733dz36269I4k-tTGm38hr9-Aftc9wfXdswYlixMn27ewZtEJwYZpZI9KGZdXrOjsrA3Dgabk3P4ULZiyWpkFkFTbNJGCVJ9D8mglJJQl_nIS6jQ6w7bMnEMisLFDdh8fhD7W5t6NvFOQHE69SFhZOvlQ3_HLg5BnZjagG2QNy0TazSJLZDsUKP
mailto:sohumm@comcast.net
http://www.sohumm@comcast.net/
mailto:jheinric@wildblue.net
http://www.willowcreekalpacs.com/
http://www.mylittledarlingsalpacas.com/
http://www.hunt4der.com/
http://www.mysweetalpaca.com/
http://www.sohumm@comcast.net/
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Late in 2008, I got a call from a 
very nice lady (Kathy) asking if  
she could bring her elderly 
parents for an alpaca visit. She 
explained that they were both 
in a nursing home and had 
many health issues. Her father 
couldnôt walk and she asked if 
he could see the alpacas from 
the car. Fortunately, I have a 
very friendly male, Legend, 
who is calm and gentle. When 
they arrived, I haltered Legend 
and brought him to the van. He 
was amazing! Almost like he 
knew what was going on, 
Legend put his head right into 
the van, right next to her father. 
He is unable to talk well and 
cannot easily raise his hands 
by himself, but you could tell he 
was extremely touched. He 
started crying. Kathy put her 
fatherôs hands on Legendôs 
neck and he sat there hugging 
Legend. It was a wonderful 
sight and very heart warming.  
  
Every few months, Kathy calls 
and brings her parents over for 
a visit with Legend. Each time, 
Legend puts as much of 
himself in the van to be close 
and each time her father cries 
happy tears as he hugs 
Legend.  
  
Itôs just as touching seeing 
them together now as it was 
the first time. Itôs amazing how 
patient and understanding  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Legend is with him. Alpacas 
are amazing! Iôve watched 
Kathy interact with her parents 
and she is very patient, loving 
and gentle with them, but they 
require a lot of special attention 
and I know these visits add to 
their quality of life. It feels really 
good to be able to help.   
  

They had a very special visit a 
few weeks ago. They saw 
Legend, as usual, but I was 
able to also bring out his 
daughter, Taylor. She's usually 
a squirmy thing, but once she 
got up by the van, she totally 
held still and let them pet and 
love on her while I held 
her. Just like her father, it's like 
she knew. Such a feel-good 
story!   
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

               

 
 

 
 
 
 

Submitted by Jacki Robert ï Alpaca Creek Farm 

If you have a human 

interest story or any other 

alpaca related ñTale To 

Tell,ò please submit to 

Lynne Richard:  

www.hunt4der@aol.com  

http://www.hunt4der@aol.com/
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